
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lunchtime Seminar in Law: 

Title of the seminar 
Name of the speaker  ¦  Institution 

Abstract  

Last year’s IMF proposal featured a revival of interest in 
the use of capital levies – that is, one-off taxes on high-
end private wealth – to pay down rising levels of 
sovereign debt.  The underlying idea is to kill three birds 
with one stone.  First, in economic theory, capital levies 
are perfectly efficient if no one either sees them coming 
or expects them to recur.  Second, capital levies may be 
one way to address growing wealth inequality and public 
dissatisfaction therewith, which is recognized as a 
significant trend that policymakers might want to 
address.  Third, capital levies may be able to alleviate 
widespread concern that some EU members’ high 
sovereign debt levels might lead to broader ills, such as 
national defaults, collapse of the Euro, high inflation, or  
costly bailouts by better-financed countries. 

In his talk, Professor Shaviro will address two main 
questions. First, can capital levies be introduced without 
having distortive effects? And second, to what extent the 
latter two concerns are appropriately addressed through 
capital levies.   

After his speech, Professor Shaviro will discuss his ideas 
with members of the economic and law department of 
the University of Luxembourg.  

Thursday 15 May 2014 
6.00 pm – 8.00 pm 
 
Location 
University of Luxembourg  
Kirchberg Campus  
Salle Paul Feidert  
6 rue Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi  
L-1359 Luxembourg 
 
Language 
English 
 
Registration 
Attendance at the lecture is free of charge.  
 
However, due to limited seating, pre-
registration is required. A maximum of 
150 registrations will be accepted. 
 
Register by email, including the registrant’s 
last name, first name and institution, sent to: 
fdef-colloques@uni.lu  
 
Contact 
Nadja Risch 
Tel: +352 46 66 44 6619 
 

 

The University of Luxembourg and the ATOZ Chair for European and International Taxation is pleased to invite you 
to the Distinguished Lecture on  
 

Capital Levies: A Solution for the Sovereign Debt Problem? 
Professor Daniel Shaviro  ¦  New York University 
 

Panelists: Professors W. Haslehner, P. Picard, and A. Rust, University of Luxembourg  
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Lecture given by Professor Daniel Shaviro 
 
 

 
 
 

Daniel Shaviro, the Wayne Perry Professor of Taxation at NYU Law School, is one of 
the most renowned experts in tax policy in the world. In his many influential speeches 
and articles he always manages to bridge the gap between law and economics.  

Professor Shaviro is a graduate of Princeton University and Yale Law School. Before 
entering law teaching, he worked at Caplin & Drysdale, a leading tax specialty firm, 
and at the Joint Congressional Committee on Taxation.  Shaviro began his teaching 
career at the University of Chicago Law School in 1987, and he joined the New York 
University School of Law in 1995. 

Shaviro’s scholarly work examines tax policy, budget policy, and entitlements issues.  
His books include Fixing U.S. International Taxation (Oxford U. Press, 2014); 
Decoding the U.S. Corporate Tax (Urban Institute Press, 2009), Taxes, Spending, and 
the U.S. Government’s March Toward Bankruptcy (Cambridge U. Press, 2006), 
Making Sense of Social Security Reform (U. Chicago Press, 2000), When Rules 
Change: An Economic and Political Analysis of Transition Relief and Retroactivity (U. 
Chicago Press, 2000), and Do Deficits Matter? (U. Chicago Press, 1997). In addition 
to his scholarly work, Shaviro has published a novel, Getting It (iUniverse 2010), and 
he has a blog at http://danshaviro.blogspot.com  
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